
 

 
TOWER BELL IS RUNG  
OPENING SENTENCES 
One: Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
All: And the glory of the Lord has risen upon us 
 
WELCOME 
PRELUDE | Improvisation on “Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning”​ ​  
CALL TO WORSHIP 
One:​ We gather at the dawning of a new year,​
​ wondering where Christ’s light will lead us. 
All:​ We seek the One who was revealed by the star,​
​ the One who reveals God’s glory to all nations. 
One:​ As the Magi followed the star with expectation and awe,​
​ so we open our hearts to God’s word and God’s call. 
All:​ Let us worship God with joyful hearts! 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
+ HYMN (see insert) | Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning 
(During the hymn, symbols of our faith are brought forward as reminders of our connection to 
God and one another. Bowl and Chalice: communion; Pitcher: our baptism.) 
 
+ CALL TO CONFESSION 
+ UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God of abundant light, we confess that we look for you in many places—​
in plans, in busyness, in resolution lists—​
yet may overlook you in stillness, in neighbor, in wonder.​
Forgive us when we seek direction apart from you.​
Help us receive with humility and hope in the guiding word you give us this day.​
Open our eyes to see your presence and our hearts to follow your way. Amen. 
+ DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
+ RESPONSE: HYMN #582 | Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me  

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,​
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,​
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.​
 

World without end, without end. Amen.​
World without end, without end. Amen.​
World without end, without end. Amen.​

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen 

+  indicates that the congregation is invited to rise in body or spirit. 



 

SHARING THE FAITH WITH OUR CHILDREN | Dr. Robert Bozeman 
(Children are invited to go upstairs to the nursery or Agape Kidz for music and crafts. All 
children are welcome to remain in the worship service too. We really do like having them 
around.) 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION | Barbara Kuhn 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING |  Isaiah 60:1-6 (OT Pew Bible, p. 690) 
The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
SECOND SCRIPTURE READING | Matthew 2:1-12 (NT Pew Bible, p. 2) 
The Gospel of our Lord.   Thanks be to God.   
SERMON |  Rev. Tara N. Reck  
 
+ AFFIRMATION OF FAITH | From A Declaration of Faith (PCUS, 1977) 
We believe in one true and living God alone,​
whose demands on us are absolute, whose help for us is sufficient.​
That One is the Lord, whom we worship, serve, and love.​
Jesus, the long-expected Savior, came into the world as a child,​
descended from David, conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of Mary, a​
virgin. He lived as a Jew among Jews. He announced to his people the​
coming of God's kingdom of justice and peace on earth. We affirm that​
Jesus was born of woman, as is every child, yet born of God's power as was​
no other child. In the person and work of Jesus, God himself and a human​
life are united but not confused, distinguished but not separated. The​
coming of Jesus was itself the coming of God's promised rule. Through his​
birth, life, death, and resurrection, he brings about the relationship​
between God and humanity that God always intended.​
Jesus is Lord! He has been Lord from the beginning.​
He will be Lord at the end. Even now he is Lord. Amen. 
 
+ HYMN #152 | What Star is This, with Beams So Bright  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE | Nina McMahon, Deacon 
 
INVITATION TO OFFERING 
(Please take a moment to sign the pew pads and pass them down the row so we can get to 
know one another.) 
EACM needs: crackers, baked beans, refried beans, tortillas, stuffing, laundry detergent  
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM | Stars I Shall Find​ ​ ​                Victor Johnson     
 
                                               

 



 

+ DOXOLOGY #151 | We Three Kings  
Glorious now behold him arise,  

King and God and sacrifice;  
Alleluia, alleluia, sounds through the earth and skies. 

Star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright, westward leading, still 
proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

 
+ PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  
INVITATION TO THE TABLE  
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to God. 
One: Let us give thanks to God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly right and our greatest joy 
to give you thanks and praise, 
holy God, creator of light and life….,  
Therefore, we praise you, 
joining our voices with angels and archangels 
and all who have followed your light, 
forever singing the glory of your name: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Holy God, we give you thanks for Jesus Christ, who shared our life, 
walked our roads, and welcomed all to the table……  
Remembering his life, death, and resurrection, we offer ourselves in praise and 
thanksgiving as a living sacrifice, united with Christ’s offering for the world. 
Christ has died, 
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again . . . 

 



 

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us 
and upon these gifts of bread and cup…. 
As the Spirit draws us into communion with Christ  
and with one another, we now pray the prayer Jesus taught us, saying: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.Amen. 
 
THE BREAD AND CUP 
THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE  
(All who trust in God’s grace and seek to follow Jesus Christ are welcome at this table. 
This is not a Presbyterian table, but Christ’s table, and all are invited to share. When you come 
forward for communion, we invite you to take a star before returning to your seat) 
 
COMMUNION HYMN #507 | Come to the Table of Grace 

1 Come to the table of grace. Come to the table of grace. 
This is God’s table; it’s not yours or mine. Come to the table of grace. 

2 Come to the table of peace… 
3 Come to the table of love… 
4 Come to the table of hope… 
5 Come to the table of joy… 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
+HYMN #150 | As with Gladness Men of Old 
+ CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
POSTLUDE | We Three Kings                                                         John David Peterson                        
(As our worship continues in music, you are invited to remain seated for the postlude. If you 
need to depart, please exit quietly through the back.) 

 
OUR CONCERNS: Glen Bayne, Kaitlyn Clements (friend of Rebecca Jones), Rev. Kathy 
Costanzo, George Hoge, Kathy Junker (sister of Margaret Fadeley), Patricia Lambert, Rich 
Revell, Paul Wessell, and Lt. Col. David McGarvey, U.S. Air Force (son of John and Judy 
McGarvey) 
 
Prayer concerns will remain on our list for a month unless an update is provided to extend 
the request. 
 

 



 

 

 


